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SACRAMENTO UPDATE

Budget Conference Committee Update

Trauma Care Fund. On June 2, 2005, the conference committee discussed the
Assembly’s recommendation for a $10 million augmentation to the State’s Trauma Care
Fund. Assembly Member John Laird stated that funding for trauma centers was
important to the Assembly, and urged his colleagues to support it. While the issue was
held open, a brief discussion of the State’s proposed Medi-Cal hospital financing waiver
followed. Senator Denise Ducheny voiced strong concerns regarding the State’s
proposal, and indicated that the waiver would not work for public and private safety net
hospitals, largely because it separates public and private safety net hospital funding,
and that there is no real growth in Federal funding during the five-year waiver period.

Pursuit of County-Position on Legislation

AB 1333 (Frommer), as amended on May 4, 2005, would: 1) make it a crime for a
grease hauler to discard grease materials at any place other than an authorized facility;
2) prohibit a grease hauler from reinserting grease materials into any facility from which
the hauler has just removed the material; 3) prohibit disposal of grease removed from a
grease trap or grease interceptor into a land treatment unit for incorporation into the soil;
4) subject violators to a misdemeanor, punishable by a maximum six months in jail or a
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maximum $10,000 fine, or both, subject repeat violators to a maximum one year in jalil
or a maximum $25,000 fine, or both, and allows the court to bar repeat violators from
engaging in the grease hauling business for up to five years; and 5) earmark 50 percent
of penalty revenue to the Environmental and Training Account, 25 percent to the
customary penalty distribution process, and 25 percent to the local health officer or
other local official who investigated the matter bringing the action.

The Department of Public Works recommends that the County support AB 1333
because it would deter grease haulers from improperly disposing grease materials.
Support for AB 1333 is consistent with existing policy to support legislation to provide for
the safe disposal of all waste materials. Therefore, our Sacramento advocates will
support AB 1333.

AB 1333 is sponsored by the California District Attorney’s Association and supported
by: the California Coastkeeper Alliance; Liquid Environmental Solutions; Planning and
Conservation League; San Diego Baykeeper; Santa Monica Baykeeper; and Sierra
Club California. There is no registered opposition. This measure passed the Assembly
Floor on May 31, 2005 by a vote of 54 to 23 and now proceeds to the Senate.

Status of County-Interest Legislation

County-supported AB 338 (Levine), which would require the State Department of
Transportation (Caltrans) to use increasing amounts of crumb rubber from waste tires in
State highway, construction, and repair projects, passed the Assembly on June 1, 2005
by a vote of 52 to 24, and now proceeds to the Senate.

County-supported AB 717 (Gordon), which would require Centinela Airport Clinic to
receive reimbursement rates that are equivalent to that of a contiguous emergency
department of a general acute care hospital, if the clinic meets certain criteria, passed
the Assembly on June 2, 2005 by a vote of 42 to15, and now proceeds to the Senate.

County-opposed AB 761 (Jones), which would require general acute care hospitals,
acute psychiatric hospitals, and special hospitals to consider guidelines developed
by relevant professional associations, if available, to determine staffing levels, and
to consider worker injury rates and patient injury rates, passed the Assembly on
June 2, 2005 by a vote of 42 to 34, and now proceeds to the Senate.

County-supported AB 856 (Bass), which would add the Director of the Department of
Conservation, or his or her designee, as a non-voting member of the Baldwin Hills
Conservancy (BHC) board, make changes pursuant to the Bagley-Keene Open Meeting
Act, and repeal the requirement that the BHC obtain and maintain liability insurance,
passed the Assembly on June 1, 2005 by a vote of 53 to 26, and now proceeds to the
Senate.
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County-supported AB 862 (Bass), which would direct the State Department of
Corrections to provide information on how to modify child support orders to every
inmate who is a parent of a minor, and would include: 1) a Child Support Handbook;
2) a pamphlet entitled, “Child Support Information for the Parent in Jail or Prison”; and
3) other relevant materials developed by the Department of Child Support Services,
passed the Assembly on June 2, 2005 by a vote of 41 to 31, and now proceeds to the
Senate.

County-sponsored AB 1285 (Montafiez), which would expand eligibility for
participation in the Investing in Early Educators stipend program to include persons
working in licensed family child care homes, and child care centers that do not hold
California Department of Education contracts, passed the Assembly on May 31, 2005,
by a vote of 56 to 22, after the adoption of an urgency clause. This measure now
proceeds to the Senate.

County-opposed SB 34 (Florez), which would have required the majority of the
membership of the county First 5 commissions to consist of persons who do not
represent a county, was amended on June 1, 2005 to address the probation
requirements of sex offenders. Because this bill no longer deals with county First 5
commissions, we will remove our opposition to SB 34 and take no position on
this measure.

County-supported if amended SB 35 (Florez), which would require county First 5
commissions to: 1) adopt policies regarding conflict of interest and contracting and
procurement procedures; 2) adopt a limit on the amount of its revenues that can be
spent on administrative functions; 3) adopt policies and processes establishing the
salaries and benefits of employees of the county commission; and 4) send its annual
audit and report to the State First 5 Commission, passed the Senate Appropriations
Committee on May 27, 2005 by a vote of 13 to 0, and now proceeds to the Senate
Floor. The County will continue to support SB 35 if amended, to require stronger fiscal
oversight by the State without affecting local control.

County-opposed SB 112 (Ortiz), which would change the formula used to calculate
each county’s share of total State Refugee Employment Social Services (RESS), and
Refugee Targeted Assistance Program (RTAP) funds, passed the Senate Floor on June
1, 2005 by a vote of 22 to 14, and now proceeds to the Assembly.

County-supported SB 148 (Scott), which would authorize the Cities of Bakersfield and
Pasadena, on a four-year pilot basis, to apply new zoning regulations to pre-existing
businesses which sell alcoholic beverages for off-site consumption, such as liquor
stores, allow affected businesses up to six months to comply, and authorize the cities to
allow longer time periods, passed the Senate on June 1, 2005 by a vote of 25 to 15, and
now proceeds to the Assembly.
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County-opposed SB 521 (Torlakson), which would change redevelopment law
relating to transit villages and divent local tax revenues from the County, passed the
Senate on June 1, 2005 by a vote of 22 to 14, and now proceeds to the Assembly.

County-supported SB 578 (Escutia), which would require a railroad corporation to
promptly notify the Office of Emergency Services, the California Highway Patrol, and
designated county public safety agencies in an endangered area, of certain information
relative to hazardous materials, and in certain events, of train and track locations,
whether or not an accident or spill occurs, passed the Senate on June 1, 2005 by a vote
of 32 to 4, and now proceeds to the Assembly.

County-supported SB 640 (Escutia), which would appropriate $5 million in
one-time-only Federal quality carryover child development funds to continue local
programs of training and technical assistance to child care providers to increase
their capacity to care for children with disabilities, passed the Senate on June 1, 2005
by a vote of 27 to 13, and now proceeds to the Assembly.

A roster containing the status of all bills of County interest is attached.

We will continue to keep you advised.

DEJ:GK
MAL:JF:EW:ib

Attachment

c: Executive Officer, Board of Supervisors
County Counsel
Local 660
All Departiment Heads
Legislative Strategist
Coalition of County Unions
California Contract Cities Association
Independent Cities Association
League of California Cities
City Managers Associations
Buddy Program Participants
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